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This document relates to the SPP/APR Basics, What You Need to Know Training Series found at

https://dasycenter.org/spp-apr-basics-what-you-need-to-know,

C8A: Transition Plan

Definition of Timely Transition Plan

Part C Indicator 8 is a compliance indicator with three sub-indicators each with a performance target of
100%. Indicator (A) reports on the timely development of an IFSP with transition steps and services. The
regulations specify that an IFSP with transition steps and services is developed at least 90 days, and at
the discretion of all parties, not more than nine months, prior to the toddler’s third birthday.

Reasons for Delay

States are required to include a description of the reasons for delay to account for untimely development
of an IFSP with transitions steps and services. The following are some of the most common reasons for
a delayed transition plan:

1. Incomplete/lack of documentation
2. Personnel shortages
3. Increased referrals impacting system capacity.

Exceptional Family Circumstances

According to OSEP’s Part C Indicator Measurement Table, Indicator 8(A), states are not required to
report in their calculation the number of children for whom the State has identified the cause for the delay
as exceptional family circumstances, as defined in 34 CFR §303.310(b), documented in the child’s
record. If a State chooses to report in its calculation children for whom the State has identified the cause
for the delay as exceptional family circumstances documented in the child’s record, the numbers of these
children are to be included in the numerator and denominator. Include in the discussion of the data, the
numbers the State used to determine its calculation under this indicator and report separately the
number of documented delays attributable to exceptional family circumstances. Common state defined
family reasons for delays include:

1. Cancelations, scheduling conflicts and preferences
2. Child and family illnesses

3. Severe weather or natural disasters, where the length of delay was directly proportional to the
severity and duration of the disruption.
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C8B: LEA and SEA Notification
Definition of Timely Transition Notification to the LEA and SEA

Part C Indicator 8 is a compliance indicator with three sub-indicators each with a performance target of
100%. Indicator (B) reports on the timely notification to the SEA and the LEA, if a child is potentially
eligible for Part B. Part C regulations specify that the Lead Agency will notify (consistent with any opt-out
policy adopted by the State) the State educational agency (SEA) and the local educational agency (LEA)
for the area in which the toddler resides that the child will shortly reach the age of eligibility for preschool
services under Part B at least 90 days prior to the toddler’s third birthday for toddlers potentially eligible
for Part B preschool services.

Reasons for Delay

States are required to include a description of the reasons for delay to account for untimely LEA and SEA
notification. The following are some of the most common reasons for delay for notification:

1. Incomplete/lack of documentation
2. Personnel shortages
3. Increased referrals impacting system capacity.

Written "Opt-Out” Policy

Under 34 CFR § 303.401(e), the State may adopt a written policy that requires the lead agency to
provide notice to the parent of an eligible child with an IFSP of the impending notification to the SEA and
LEA under IDEA section 637(a)(9)(A)(ii)(I) and 34 CFR § 303.209(b)(1) and (2) and permits the parent
within a specified time period to “opt-out” of the referral.

Under the State’s opt-out policy, the State is not required to include in the calculation under 8B (in either
the numerator or denominator) the number of children for whom the parents have opted out. However,
the State must include in the discussion of data, the number of parents who opted out. In addition, any
written opt-out policy must be on file with the Department of Education as part of the State’s Part C
application under IDEA section 637(a)(9)(A)(ii)(1) and 34 CFR §§ 303.209(b) and 303.401(d)

C8C: Transition Conference

Reasons for Delay

States are required to include a description of the reasons for delay that account for an untimely
transition conference. The following are some of the most common reasons states have reported for the
delay of a timely transition conference.

1. Incomplete documentation

Personnel shortages

Scheduling conferences too close to timeline
Incomplete or inaccurate data entry
Calculating timelines incorrectly
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Exceptional Family Circumstances

According to OSEP’s Part C Indicator Measurement Table, Indicator 8C, states are not required to report
in their calculation the number of children for whom the State has identified the cause for the delay as
exceptional family circumstances, as defined in 34 CFR §303.310(b), documented in the child’s record. If
a State chooses to report in its calculation children for whom the State has identified the cause for the
delay as exceptional family circumstances documented in the child’s record, the numbers of these
children are to be included in the numerator and denominator. Include in the discussion of the data, the
numbers the State used to determine its calculation under this indicator and report separately the
number of documented delays attributable to exceptional family circumstances. Common family reasons
for delays, as defined by states, include:

1. Cancellations, scheduling conflicts, and preferences
2. Delayed parent consent for conference

3. Child and family illnesses
4

Severe weather or natural disasters, where the length of delay was directly proportional to the
severity and duration of the disruption.
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