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This document relates to the SPP/APR Basics, What You Need to Know Training Series found at

https://dasycenter.org/spp-apr-basics-what-you-need-to-know,

A. Definition of Timely Evaluation, Assessment, and
IFSP Meeting

Part C regulations specify that the initial evaluation and assessment of the child and family, as well as
the initial IFSP meeting, must be held within 45 days from the date the state receives the child’s referral.
For this indicator, states have the option to identify and count as timely those delays that are the result of
exceptional family circumstances. Indicator 7 is a compliance indicator with a target of 100%.

B. Reasons for Delay

States are required to include a description of the reasons for delay that account for an untimely initial
evaluation, assessment, and IFSP meeting. The following are some of the most common reasons states
have reported for delay of the 45-day timeline:
1. Funding challenges
Increased numbers of children referred impacting system capacity
Shortage of specialized provider disciplines or interpreters
Inefficiencies in IFSP processes (e.g., evaluation/assessment models)
Lack of documentation
Internal scheduling difficulties
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C. Exceptional Family Circumstances

According to OSEP’s Part C Indicator Measurement Table, “States are not required to report in their
calculation the number of children for whom the State has identified the cause for the delay as
exceptional family circumstances, as defined in 34 CFR §303.310(b), documented in the child’s record.
If a State chooses to report in its calculation children for whom the State has identified the cause for the
delay as exceptional family circumstances documented in the child’s record, the numbers of these
children are to be included in the numerator and denominator. Include in the discussion of the data, the
numbers the State used to determine its calculation under this indicator and report separately the
number of documented delays attributable to exceptional family circumstances.” Common state defined
family reasons for delay include:

Child and family illnesses
Delayed parent consent
Family cancellations, scheduling conflicts, and preferences

Severe weather or natural disasters, where the length of delay was directly proportional to the
severity and duration of the disruption
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