
Overview and Background Information for the 
DaSy Critical Questions Analysis Plans
The purpose of the critical questions analysis plans is to support state Part C and Part B 619 staff in 
using the critical questions to organize analyses for informing program operations, program 
improvement, and policy and accountability. Before using these critical question analysis plans, read the 
Critical Questions Overview for essential information about the critical questions and how to use them. 
Other DaSy resources also may be helpful for preparing to use the analysis plans such as the Data 
Analysis and Interpretation stage of the Data Inquiry Cycle, and the Data Analysis and Use 
subcomponent of the DaSy Framework, which address aspects of high-quality data analyses. See, for 
example, the elements of quality under Quality Indicator DU2 (Part C/619 state staff plan and prepare for
data analyses) and Quality Indicator DU3 (Part C/619 state staff conduct data analyses that meet the 
needs of the state agency and other users). 

The analysis plans offer step-by-step guidance for answering questions about early intervention and 
early childhood special education programs and can be used with state, regional, and/or local data. 
Anyone with access to the necessary data can use the analysis plans to go from question to answer. You
can use information resulting from the analyses to inform program operations, program improvement, 
and policy and to promote accountability. Use of the analysis plans exhibits Data Leadership 
Competencies, such as basic data literacy skills (FD-1), knowledge of data analysis and presentation 
methods (FD-6), and understanding of how to use data for accountability, program operations, and 
program improvement (DC-3).

Each section of the critical questions has a set of broad questions, and each broad question has a set of 
corresponding specific example questions. The broad questions represent critical global questions for 
state monitoring, evaluation, and program improvement efforts in EI/ECSE. The specific example 
questions illustrate more detailed approaches that will enable state staff to address the issues raised by 
the overall broad questions. Analysis plans are available for some specific example critical 
questions that are grouped under a broad critical question.

You can choose to focus on the critical questions that address your specific needs and are relevant to 
your program’s context; you do not need to answer every question. If you do not have the needed data to
answer a question, consider focusing on those questions that you can answer, customizing the analysis 
based on data that are available, finding other potential data sources, or on ways to enhance your 
system to include the necessary data elements. Additionally, consider the data you are already collecting
for Part C and Part B SPP/APR reporting and the Part C and Part B 618 data requirements.

Content of the Analysis Plans 
Each critical question analysis plan includes four sections:

 The associated broad question and why it matters 
 Data elements and considerations about the data needed to answer the question
 Steps for conducting the analysis
 Example output and visualizations 

SRI • 333 Ravenswood Avenue • Menlo Park, CA 94025-3493 • phone +1.650.859.2000 • www.sri.com 

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-b
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-c
https://osep.communities.ed.gov/#communities/pdc/documents/21480
https://osep.communities.ed.gov/#communities/pdc/documents/21483
https://dasycenter.org/data-leadership-competencies-for-part-c-and-part-b-619/
https://dasycenter.org/data-leadership-competencies-for-part-c-and-part-b-619/
https://dasycenter.org/resources/dasy-framework-2022/data-use/
https://dasycenter.org/data-inquiry-cycle/
https://dasycenter.org/resources/critical-questions/


CEDS Compatible
Each analysis plan presents a crosswalk of the data elements referenced in the analysis plan and the
available corresponding Common Education Data Standards (CEDS) data elements. This includes 
links to the CEDS data elements and corresponding option sets within the CEDS early learning 
domain, if available.

After the Analysis
We recommend discussing the findings with your data team. Here are some questions you may 
consider: 

 Are there any patterns or trends in the findings?
 Are the findings what we expected? If not, why not?
 Are the findings surprising in any way? What aspects of the findings are surprising?
 What other factors might contribute to any patterns or trends that we have identified?
 What other analyses can we conduct to learn more?
 What is the relevance of the findings for policies, professional development, intervention 

practices, etc.? 

About Us
The contents of this brief were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, 
#H373Z240001. The contents and resources do not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department
of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. Project Officers: 
Meredith Miceli and Alexis Lessans.

The DaSy Center is a national technical assistance center funded by the U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs. The DaSy Center works with states to support IDEA early 
intervention and early childhood special education state programs in the development or enhancement of 
coordinated early childhood longitudinal data systems.

To learn more about the DaSy Center, visit the DaSy Center website at http://www.dasycenter.org/.
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