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Background

3 This poster describes national variations in eligibility policies for infants and
toddlers enrolling in Early Intervention programs within Part C of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

# The percent of the population of infants and toddlers served by Part C, using FFY
2019 data from the 618 Child Count and Settings data tables, is as follows:

Child age National percent served (n) State percent served (range)
Birthto 1 1.37% (n=51,939) 0.64% to 4.97%
Birthto 3 3.70% (n=427,234) 0.96% to 10.59%

3 Part C eligibility is determined by each state's definition of an infant or toddler with
a disability (34 CFR §303.21) which must include: an infant or toddler with a
developmental delay and an infant or toddler with diagnosed physical or mental
conditions with a high probability of resulting in developmental delay.

# Astate may choose to serve at-risk infants and toddlers. Eight states currently
serve at-risk infants and toddlers.

# Federal Part C regulations provide examples of diagnosed conditions with a high
probability of resulting in developmental delay. Some state policies include the
language verbatim from the regulations; others include additional details and/or
diagnosed conditions.

# We document the breadth and depth of eligibility criteria and policies for children
accessing services through Part C Early Intervention in the U.S.

# We highlight eligibility policies in states whose polices go beyond the examples
listed in the regulatory language. Selected diagnosed conditions included here:

# Low birthweight

# Prematurity

# Substance exposure
3 Zika exposure

Methods

# ECTA and DaSy Center staff reviewed online documentation of state eligibility
policies for 57 U.S. states, territories, and the Department of Defense providing
Part C Early Intervention services for infants and toddlers from birth through age
two. States, territories, and the Department of Defense are collectively referred to
as “states”.

# Each state’s eligibility documents were located and reviewed, and hyperlinks to
policies and supplemental materials were captured.

# Data describing the state policies were coded across multiple variables using
categorical groups, qualitative coding, and narrative summaries.

3 Summaries of each state’s eligibility information and DaSy/ECTA coding were sent
to Part C Coordinators to verify the information collected. Fifty-six states (98%)
responded to verify or correct their information. One state did not respond.

Diagnosed or Established Conditions for Eligibility: Birthweight,
Prematurity, Substance Exposure, & Zika Exposure
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Click here to go to state profiles at BEEd
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Discussion

3 How does your state’s Part C program communicate your eligibility criteria with local communities,
pediatricians, parents, and others? How do these stakeholders find eligibility information for your state?

3 How is the percent served in your state related to your eligibility criteria? Do you have the data you need
to examine this?

# Are patterns of eligibility (referrals, enrollment, ineligibility, etc.) equitable across local programs or
regions? Across family or child demographics? Do you have the data you need to examine this?

3 Do you know where there are gaps in child find efforts in your state? How might these be addressed?

Frequency of Select State Eligibility Definitions*
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* Some states have more than one eligibility criteria. Some states had unique criteria not
represented in these groupings.  ** SD=standard deviation

Number of Eligibility Criteria in State Policies
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For more information, please contact Evelyn. Shaw@unc.edu
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