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Early Childhood Data Systems 

Section 1: Child- and Family-Level Questions 

1 A Characteristics of Ch 1ldren and Fam111es 

1 A 1 \Nhat are the characterist1ec; of ch ild ren and fam1l1es receiving early 1ntef\lention o r early Cl 
chi ldhood special educatio n {EI/ECSE)? 

1.A.1.a. How many children does the state serve in EI/ECSE (e. g. , on a single day or in a given 
period of time s uch as a month or year)7 

1 •A. 1 :b. 'llltmt a re t he ch~rac~ ristics of child ren and families current ly enrolled in EI/ECSE (e.g., 
d1sab1l1 ty demogra phics, risk")? 

1.A.1.c. How have the characteristics. of child ren and families enrolled in EI/ECSE changed over 
lime (e .g., d isability, demographics , I risk2) ? 

1 B IOEA Services and Settings 

1 B 1 \Nhat are the characterist1cs of the services and supports provided to ch1ldrenlfam1hes in early Cl 
1ntef\lentmnlearly childhood special education (EIIECSE)? 

1 .B.1.a. What percentage of chi ldren in EI/ECSE were planned to have each type of service (e.g., l!!'J\. 
occu pational the rapist, physical therapist) ao::ording to their lndtvidual Family Service Plan (I FSP) ~ 
or Indiv idualized Education Plan (I EP) wit hin a given t ime period (e.g., the past month or year)? 

1.B.1.b. What percentage of ch ildren received each type of seivice ¥~thin a given time period 
(e .g., the past month or yea r)? 

1.B.1.c. W hat amount of each type of serv ice (e.g., frequency, intensity, tota l hours) do chi ldren in 
EI/ECSE receive? 

1 .B.1.d. What is the re lationship bet...ieen the amount of serv ices fl lanned and the amount of 
services received? 

1.B.1.e. V\lhat percentage of children rece ived a f)articular f) ractice (e.g., jo int-attention actW it ies, 
peer-mediated intervention) 1•Athin a given t ime period (e.g. the past month , past year, or over 
their time in EI/ECSE)? 

1.B.2. How do children enter and move through the early intervenlioniea rl y ch ildhood special 
education (EI/ECSE) system(s)? 

1.B.2.a. V\lhat are t he different sources of referral to EIIECSE (e.g. , parent phys ician, social 
services)? 

1.B.2.b. What percentage of referred ch ildren are e ligib le for serv ices, and wh at percentage of 
eligible children are enro lled in services (e.g., have an IFSP/ IEP)? 

1.B.2.c. W hat percentage of child ren meet each program milestone (e.g., time betvveen refer ra l, 
evaluation, IFSPIIEP. f irst ser. ice, and transition) 'Mthin timeline5 based on IDEA requirementE or 
state standards? 

1 .B.2.d. How long do children participate in EIIECSE (e.g. , average length oi t ime, perce ntage in 
program less than 6 months)? 

1.B.2.e. What f)ercentage of chi ldren wh o receive El serv ices cont inue on to ECSE7 W hat 
percentage of children in ECSE received El services? 

1.B.2.1. W hat percentage of children leave El/EC SE because they are no longer eligible (i.e., 
serv ices are deemed no longer necessary)? Wliat percenta ge of children leave EI/ECSE because 
the family w ithdrew from serv ices? What percentage of children leave EI/ECSE for other reasons? 
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You collected the data, now what? Analysis plans for critical questions 
Megan E. Cox, SRI International; Gary Harmon, UNC-Chapel Hill; Lynette Chandler, N. Illinois University 

Division for Early Childhood’s 34th Annual International Conference on Young Children with Special Needs and Their Families 
Orlando, FL | October 23–26, 2018 

What are the critical questions? 

They are a set of questions about children, programs, and 
personnel in early intervention (EI) or early childhood 
special education (ECSE) programs. The DaSy Center 
developed these questions to help states plan new data 
systems or enhance existing systems. 
Local programs and state agencies can use the answers to 
these questions to improve programs and to provide 
information required for federal reporting. 

There are two kinds of 
questions: 

Bread and Butter 
Questions: These 
are essential 
questions for 
programs and state 
agencies. 

Mountain Climber 
Questions: These 
are aspirational 
questions that are 
more complex to 
answer. 

What are the critical questions 
analysis plans? 

The DaSy Center developed the analysis plans to help local 
programs and state agencies analyze their data to answer 
each of the critical questions. The plans identify the 
necessary data elements and describe the steps in the 
analysis. They also present examples of possible output and 
ways to display the data. 

State agencies or programs may ask these critical questions: 

What are the characteristics of the services and supports provided for 
children/families in EI/ECSE? 

How do children enter and move through the EI/ECSE systems? 

Are young children with disabilities receiving services in settings that are 
for all children? 

Contents of the Critical Questions Analysis Plans 

Analytic
Considerations 

Data Elements 
Table Analysis Steps Output Tables 

Data 
Visualization 

Examples 

An Example: Services Planned and Received 

1. What is the relationship between the amount  of services planned and the amount  of  services  received? 

2. Get data from data system and prepare. 

3. Analyze data. 4. Share and use findings. 

Suggested Uses of Critical Questions & 
Analysis Plans 

At staff meetings: discuss program improvement 
At Interagency Coordinating Council or other stakeholder 
meetings: explore areas of interest to members 
State agencies: help local programs use the data they 
collect and report 
With families and other stakeholders: find out their 
questions about services in your state 
At local or state level: Develop strategic plans 

How to Get Started 
Need help asking and answering critical questions? 

Contact us: 
̶ Gary.Harmon@unc.edu 
̶ Megan.Cox@sri.com 

Find critical question resources online: 
http://dasycenter.org/resources/critical-questions/ 

The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, # H373Z120002. However, 
those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement 
by the Federal Government. Project Officers, Meredith Miceli and Richelle Davis. 

Stay connected with DaSy: http://dasycenter.org 
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